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President’s Message 
Heather : 

Womonspace is an organization with a 
history of apathetic neglect by the very 
community which it was designed to 
serve. The benevolence of Womonspace 
has touched many lesbians of Edmonton, 
but rarely has it been returned in the form 
of volunteerism and membership. This 
perhaps may be symptomatic of the lack 
of pride held by lesbians for an organiza- 
tion that claims to be theirs. 

Recently, I was installed as the presi- 
dent of Womonspace, which followed my 
involvement with Womonspace News. 

My participation in the newsletter com- 
mittee was what impressed upon me how 
essential Womonspace is to our commu- 
nity. For example, Womonspace 1s a con- 
duit for women who have relocated to Ed- 
monton and want an immediate link to 
our social events. As well by hosting inti- 
mate events such as the Drop-In, Womon- 
space provides a supportive venue for les- 
bians who need to feel reassured and em- 
powered by the discourse of their peers. — 


Womonspace News is a publication of WOMONSPACE Social and Recreational Society of paiieaon We area nonprofit “he 
organization. The newsletter is produced by, for, and about lesbians in Edmonton and the surrounding areas, Our purpose isto | “a 
inform and entertain our members and any other interested lesbians. The opinions expressed in any issue of Wo omonspace News do ae 
not necessarily reflect the opinion of the Directors or the Newsletter Committee. The events, organizations and establishments 
publicized are not necessarily supported by Womonspace. Womonspace News is produced on a volunteer basis | 

Committee. We welcome submissions. Material submitted becomes the property of Womonspace. We res 
length and content, and to refuse publication. Articles or letters to the editor may be sent to: Womonspace, 
Street, Edmonton, AB T5K 1C7. Womonsapce News seeks advertising that is lesbian-positive to help defer 
Womonspace does not necessarily endorse products or services offered. We reserve the ght, is Bee ad 
and to place an ad, please leave a message on the Lesbian Life Line: 425-051 1h 
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As new president, my vision is to, a -* 
with the expertise of a capable Board of “a 
Directors, develop Womonspace into a 4 
strong, vibrant group that speaks to 
women’s issues on behalf of the Ed- — 
monton lesbian community and serves a 
as a liaison between the various inde- 
pendent lesbian organizations. The re- 
newed commitment of Womonspace to 
the Edmonton Community was indi- _ 4 4 
cated by the deluge of events sponsored 
in May, including a car rally to 
Labyrinth Lake Lodge, a pool tourna- 
ment at The Option Room and a dart — 
tournament at Shakespear’s Darts. (AN 
were free to Womonspace members. ) 4 q , 
In June, Womonspace will be coordi- a q 
nating a botanical garden touranda 
Gay Pride event at The Option Room, 
as well as supporting the Friendship 
Golf Tournament in Vermilion. fam 
proud to serve and support the lesbian 
and gay community of Edmonton. I 
hope that you will show your pride by a. 
supporting te Pride Week events. eo 


Stonewall 25 
A Global Celebration of Pride 


June 17—25 in Edmonton 


Pat Warren 

“Stonewall 25: a global celebration of 
Pride” was the theme selected for Ed- 
monton’s Pride Week by our Pride Com- 
mittee and by many other cities across 
North America. 

On the evening of June 27, 1969, four 
men and two women of the New York 
Tactical Police Force conducted a raid on 
The Stonewall Inn, an unlicensed dance 
bar in Sheridan Square. These raids were 
routine. The cops would harass and arrest 
the drag queens while everyone else ran 
for the exits. Management was fined and 
things would return to normal. This night 
was different. A crowd formed out front 
around the paddywagons. It may have 
been a combination of the full moon, the 
recent death of gay-favourite Judy Gar- 
land, and being harassed one too many 
times—the crowd erupted, barricading 
the police in the bar. Some then tried to 
burn the bar down while the police inside 
awaited reinforcements. The rioting 
continued for three nights. The drag 
queens, hustlers from the nearby park and 
street people fought the cops to end 
harassment. A few days later the 
Mattachine Society and the Daughters of 
Bilitis organized the first New York Gay 


Power Rally and marched to the 
Stonewall Inn by candlelight. 

Gays and lesbians had been organiz- 
ing politically and trying to get protec- 
tion from and under the laws in North 
America and around the globe long 
before the summer of 1969, but the 
Stonewall Riots gave birth to the mod- 
ern notion of “Gay and Lesbian Pride.” 

A huge march in New York on June 
26, with representatives from all over 
the world (many in New York for Gay 
Games IV) will make this truly “Stone- 
wall 25: a global celebration of pride.” 

A Pride march will take place in Ed- 
monton on June 25 at 1 pm at MaclIn- 
tyre Gazebo Park, 83 Avenue and 104 
Street. The government’s recent deci- 
sion to appeal the verdict in the Delwin 
Vriend case makes a show of strength 
at this parade and rally important. 
Please attend. 

Pick up a copy of the Pride Program 
listing all Edmonton Pride events. The 
Gay and Lesbian Pride Committee of 
Edmonton 1994 is distributing 2000 
free copies at GLCCE, Boystown, The 
Roost, Boots ‘n’ Saddle, The Option 
Room, AIDS Network or anywhere 
displaying the 1994 Program sign. 
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Out West 


Catherine Gutwin 


“Pretense has never brought about lasting 
change or progress.” Audre Lorde 


With recent threats of abolishing 
human rights protection in Alberta still 
hanging in the air as Pride Week 
approaches, it seems even more 
dangerous than usual to be out in this 
province. For courage, I hang on to some 
inspiring examples. ' 

On the Osgoode law campus—a more 
progressive law school than most, but 
nonetheless tradition-bound and not 
inherently queer positive—there are a 
group of out and loud queer students who 
form the Osgoode Hall Lesbian, Gay & 
Bisexual Collective. This group is 
constantly involved in promoting 
lesbian/gay/bi liberation, speaking out 
against homophobia (including protesting 
Preston Manning’s speech on campus). 
Sometimes their work is risky and 
students face serious harassment, 
nevertheless, one of their most frequent 
comments ts, “I’m so glad I’m queer!!” 
Wendy, one of ‘the Osgoode queers’ even 
wrote an article on the subject for the 
- Collective’s regular column in the student 
newspaper: 

I love being queer. I love hanging 
around with queers. I love yelling 


Rich’s phone number at every cute 
fag that walks by. I love drag 
queens with mustaches. I love the 
way fags snap their fingers and use 
their hands ... I love watching 
leather dykes on motorcycles. | 
love watching two women on the 
dance floor at Deco’s (a dyke bar), 
everyone around them dancing 
furiously, kissing and holding each 
other while they sway to music 
only they can hear. I love the way I 
can see a lesbian at a straight- 
dominated place (say the local 
mall) and we exchange that hi-I- 
know-what-you-are-and-you- 
know-what-l-am-and-I-am-glad-to- 
see-you knowing smile. I love the 
fact that lesbians come in so many 
shapes and sizes and colours and 
that I manage to be sexually 
attracted to all of them (ask my 
friends—I’m a lecherous dyke). | 
love being queer. 
Right. The time I spent with these 
women over Christmas was powerful. 
We were loud. We were out. Loud and 
out on public transit, on the street, in 
the restaurant, in the theatre, in the car, 
in the store, wherever we went. This 
behaviour is supported by the existence 
of the gay ghetto around Church and 
Wellesly, but we did them everywhere 
and I fee/ the same things here in 
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Edmonton. Indeed, perhaps they’re even 
set in relief by the conservatism of 
Alberta. The visible work of Michael 
Phair and Sherry McKibben (and so 
many others!) means so much partly 
because of what they’re up against. 
While it is perhaps more dangerous to be 
“out west,” perhaps it is also more 
crucial. 

Wendy quotes some song lyrics that 
say, “Life’s not worth a damn till you can 
say | am what I am,” and writes, “So for 
anyone who’s wondering, or for anyone 
who knows but is afraid to leave the 
closet, | encourage you to come out. Not 
[necessarily] for political reasons, but 
because the sun shines so much brighter 
out here,” even in Alberta. 


= 


Gay Lingo 
Rosa 

I am so naive! I’m a fairly recent 
‘outtie’ and I realize that I need a gay 
version of Ann Landers or Dear Abby. I 
have a lot of unanswered questions and, 
let’s face it, certain questions can only be 
answered by another womon. At this 
point, | know more gay men than 
womyn, so it’s a challenge shedding this 
skin of naivete. 

Part of my naiveté stems from the fact 
that the gay culture has its own vocabu- 
lary which I am not too familiar with yet. 
For example, the other day I was ina 


* 


restaurant with a few friends and one 
of my friends kept looking over at two 
men, one of whom was particularly ef- 
feminate. Anyway, | had arrived at the 
restaurant much later than everyone 
else, so I assumed that this fellow had 
been bothersome before my arrival. 
My friend kept looking over at him 
saying, “Look at him! He’s scream- 
ing!” Well, perhaps I need to buy those 
big monster Q-tips to clean my ears be- 
cause even after cupping my hands 
over my ears to direct the ‘screaming’ 
into them, and even after pulling on 
my ears and aiming them in the direc- 
tion of the supposed ‘screaming,’ | 
heard nothing! In fact, I thought the 
fellow was behaving himself in a very 
commendable way. I even toyed with 
the idea of making an appointment 
with the audiologist until my friend ex- 
plained what ‘screaming’ meant. 
Toyed? Toys? Oh yeah, now that 
I’m on a tangent anyway, what exactly 
is a ‘top’? When I was growing up, we 
all had tops. You know, those little, 
cone-shaped things that spin like 
crazy? But gay people usually associate 
‘tops’ with ‘bottoms’ so I know we’re 
not talking toys here. In fact, I’ve 
polled a lot of people as to what these 
terms mean and neither of them could 
offer some definitive characteristics 


(Continued on next page) 
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that would help me to distinguish a ‘top’ 
from a ‘bottom.’ How will I ever be- 
come enlightened?? 

Of course, some words manage to 
strike terror in our hearts because they 
evoke horrible memories of past experi- 
ences. That was the case the first time 
that I heard that most of us have a 
‘gadar.’ My legs folded under me like an 
accordion as my whole driving abstract 
flashed before my eyes. First it was the 
radar gun, then the laser gun, now 
they’re talking ‘gadar’! I can’t afford to 
get any more speeding tickets or Ill be 
hoofing it everywhere I go. Don’t those 
cops have anything better to do? 

Actually, I’d better not burn down 
any bridges by defaming the local police 
as I need their help in tracking down 
some womon that all gay people seem to 
know. In fact, everyone has been asking 
me if | know some Dorothy character, 
and you know, I’m getting the impres- 
sion that Dorothy has a lot of one-night- 
stands because no one seems to know 
her last name. She sounds like bad 
news! Nonetheless, I’m kind of hoping 
that I bump into her some day. J have 
this intuitive feeling that Dorothy will be 

able to answer some of the questions 
that I have, and she will, no doubt, be 
able to explain some of the baffling gay 
lingo that I keep hearing around me. 


Horoscope 


Renée F'ulsom 
Cancer 
(June 21-July 22) 


Communication with loved ones may not be all 
that it seems. Be careful not to make promises 
that you’re not sure you can keep. On the same 
note, don’t believe everything you hear. 
Remember, what seems too good to be true IS. 
Leo (July 23-Aug 22) 

Avoid confrontational situations for the next little 
while. You’re more than likely going to get your 
mane ruffled a bit. The opportunity to set yourself 
up is quite good and being in the wrong is also 
quite likely. There is no loss in bowing out. 
Virgo (Aug 23-Sept 22) 

June looks really good for you. Energy levels 
aren’t really high, but you’ll have more endurance 
and be able to either finish or lay a stronger 
foundation for newer ventures. You'll probably 
be talking to family, or the topic of families will 
be more pronounced this month. 


Libra (Sept 23-Oct 22) 


Go with the flow this month, this being the best 
way to deal with the anxiety of the push/pull 
energy that’s happening for you right now. To try 
to figure it out or fight it will inevitably lead to 
arguments that won’t make any sense. 


Scorpio (Oct 23-Nov 21) 


Around the end of May and the beginning of 
June, old stuff surfacing will need to be dealt with 
and let go of. This is the ideal scenario. You may 
discover stuff that surprises you. But believe me, 
on a planet this big, you are hardly the only one, 
not the first and certainly not the last, so give 
your ego a break. This stuff is not worth hanging 
on to. 
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Sagittarius (Nov 22-Dec 21) 


Be careful , particularly in regards to over- 
extending yourself, especially when it comes to 
physical activity. This doesn’t mean stay in your 
room for a month. It just means it’s not a good 
time to take risks or push it too much. 


Capricorn (Dec 23-Jan 20) 


It may be a little tough making the right 
decisions right now especially where loved ones 
are concerned. They may have a hard time 
understanding where you’re coming from and 
you may not be saying it in a way that they can 
understand either. If it’s not so important that it 
can’t wait awhile, getting another opinion may 
help. 


Aquarius (Jan 21-Feb 18) 


Most of the month should go smoothly for you. 
Towards the end of June, though, the possibility 
of being drawn into an old karmic relationship is 
going to be stronger. You may find it difficult to 
voice your feelings also. Try to avoid creating 
any kind of situation that you may regret later. 
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YOUR vocrl 


Pisces (Feb 20-Mar 20) 


June should flow very easily for you. Nothing 
much will be able to keep you down for very 
long. You’ll be well-received as people will be 
feeling more comfortable around you and why 
not? As far as you’re concerned life is great! 
Aries (Mar 21-Apr 19) 

Finding that balance between the energy your 
body has and what your body can actually do, 
along with the probability of being disillusioned 
and having a hard time trying to talk to or make 
sense of your family will be the focus of your 
month. Don’t be led astray; stick to your guns 
and focus on the healing of you first. 
Taurus (Apr 20-May 20) 

You'll be feeling a bit more energetic this month, 
more than what you may have lately, anyway. 
But watch your temper. It may also be that 
you'll find it a bit easier to give them a ‘piece of 
your mind.’ Don’t bother. Save it. As the old 
saying goes, “waste not, want not.” 

Gemini (May 21-June 20) 

Well, if you’ve been laying on your laurels lately, 
loved one are ready to start telling you so. It will 
start gently, but that may change in a month or 
so. This of course depends on whether you 
decide it’s time to untie that piano and get with 
it. Not everyone lives by two agendas. 


i} |e 
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June is Lesbian & Gay 
Book Month 


Woman to Woman Books 
454-8031 
New list available. Visit our table at 
Pride events, Solstice Dance and 
Thursday evenings at Boystown. 
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To Be Proud 


Terry Harrison 

I am an out and proud lesbian 
feminist living in red neck rural 
Alberta. I came out to myself in 
January 1990 and now, over four years 
later, | am out to practically everyone I 
know. In fact, since I began working on 
a Gay Community Development 
Project in Lethbridge, I’m out to people 
I don’t even know. 

For me, being out is directly related 
to being proud. It is through my process 
of coming out that I have gained 
confidence and a clearer sense of what 
I value, who I am and who I want to be. 
As an out lesbian, I have had moments 
of great pride. I also have had moments 
of great sadness and pain, and 
sometimes find it difficult to reconcile 
these two realities. 

Recently, I spoke at a televised 
public forum on the need to include 
same sex families in the definition of 
family. The audience accurately 
reflected the conservative attitudes of 
the majority of people living in Alberta. 
I spoke of being proud of who I was, of 
being a person of worth and value. 
Afterwards a woman in her seventies 
came up to me and thanked me—she 
said that her grandson had come out to 
her recently and hearing me had made 
a difference. She had just told all her 
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friends at the forum he was gay and 
that she loved him just the way he was. 

Certainly I felt empowered by this 
experience, and others like it. They 
leave me feeling affirmed and proud of 
who I am, but at the same time | always 
feel an internalized emotional backlash 
of fear and vulnerability. I begin to 
wonder if pride can coexist with self 
doubt. I worry that because I speak of 
pride that I have no right to feel pain 
and confusion and if I am so bold as to 
be out, then I have to be an example of 
perfection and unadulterated happiness. 
I fear that by expressing my doubts 
they will be used against me as 
evidence that I really am ‘less than’ 
and if people knew my failings they 
would find out my secret—that I’m 
‘not good enough.’ 

As I struggle with what it means to 
be proud, I’m beginning to realize that 
it’s about self-acceptance. Developing 
a sense of pride comes with a true 
acceptance of ourselves as human 
beings. I need to remind myself that 
dignity is not contingent on absolute 
perfection, that it can come from 
simply being the best that I can be. I 
can find pride by striving to do what | 
believe is right and knowing that 
mistakes, loss, loneliness, rejection, 
doubt and fear are as much a part of 
that effort as happiness, satisfaction, 


achievement, acceptance, pleasure and 
comfort. 

I continue to believe that pride is 
dependant on being out and visible 
even as I work to accept the whole 
range of complex feelings that result 
from this experience. | will also 
continue to encourage other lesbians to 
speak out with pride telling them that 
sometimes it’s a painful journey, but 
one well worth taking. 

Terry Harrison is the interim 
coordinator for anew Gay Community 
Development Project, an initiative of 
the Lethbridge AIDS Connection. If 
you are from southern Alberta or know 
someone who is, and would like to 
connect with the lesbian, gay, and 
bisexual community there, please call 
Terry at 328-8186. 


Classified Advertising: 


House to Share in 
Highlands. Nonsmoker., 
Elizabeth; 479-4876. 


Share travel expenses to 
the Michigan Women’s 
Music, Festival, Aug. 9- 
14. Georgie; 464-4821. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 


Tuesday, May 31 

¢ Womonspace Film Night at The 
Option Room, 10148 105 Street, 
8 pm. 


Thursday, June 2 

¢ Womonspace Drop-In. All women 
are welcome to stop by for a chat in 
the basement at 9930 106 Street, 
7:30-9 pm. 


Friday, June 3 to Sunday, June 5 

¢ Our Voices in Chorus conference, 
Celebration of Women in the Arts. 
Phone 424-0287 for registration or 
perfomance information. 


Saturday, June 4 

¢ Womonspace Garden Tour at 
University of Alberta Devonian 
Botanical Gardens (weather 
permitting) 1 pm. Admission fees 
and location: 987-3054 


Sunday, June 5 

¢ Womonspace News newsletter 
meeting, noon at Boystown, 10116 
124 Street. Deadline for July issue 
on “Lesbian Parenting.” 
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Sunday, June 12 

¢ Womonspace General Meeting, 
Women’s Building, 9930 106 Street, 
7:30 pm. All women welcome. 


Friday, June 17 - Saturday, June 25 
¢ Queer Sightings Film Festival at 
Garneau Theatre, 8712 109 Street. 


Saturday, June 18 

¢ Loving Her Safely women’s safer 
sex workshop sponsored by 
Womonspace and the AIDS 
Network, from 1-5 pm at 201-11456 
Jasper Ave. 488-5742 for details. 

¢ LesBiGay Parents and Children 
Picnic (488-3234 for more info.) 

¢ Stonewall Pride Dance, (mixed), 
sponsored by Womonspace and 
GLCCE at Bonnie Doon Hall, 9240- 
93 Street, 8 pm-1 am. 

¢ Mr. Alberta Drummer Contest, 8 
pm at Phoenix Theatre. 


Tuesday, June 21 

¢ Womonspace Presents Live Music, 
Women’s Night at The Option 
Room, 10148 105 Street, 8 pm. 


Thursday, June 23 

¢ Gay & Lesbian Community Centre 
Open House, 11745 Jasper Ave, 7- 
10 pm. 


Friday, June 24 
¢ Pride Party benefit at The Roost, 
10345 104 Street, 8-11 pm. 


Saturday, June 25 

¢ Pride Day March and Rally 
McIntyre Park, 8331 104 Street, 
starts at 1 pm. Come march behind 
our Womonspace banner! 

¢ PFLAG Picnic after the parade. 

¢ Voices of Pride Concert by 
Edmonton Vocal Minority. 8 pm at 
Convocation Hall at the U of A. 
Tickets at Boystown & AIDS 
Network. 


Tuesday, June 28 

¢ Womonspace Pool Tournament at 
The Option Room, 10148 105 
Street. Women’s night with no 
cover charge. Come have some fun! 


Tuesday, July 5 

¢ Womonspace News Newsletter 
Meeting, The Option Room, 10148 
105 Street, 7:30 pm. Deadline for 
August issue. 


Thursday, July 7 
¢ Womonspace Drop-in. Women’s 
Building, Basement, 7:30-9 pm. 
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Outreach '94 


Marcie 

Womonspace 1s embarking on a 
campaign to reach the lesbians locked 
in the nether rgions of rural Alberta! 
Through widespread advertising of our 
organization, we hope to reach 
lesbians in rural and northern Alberta 
who are isolated from our vibrant 
lesbian community. Most of us can 
empathize with the despair of being 
closeted. With Outreach '94, we want 
to ease that isolation by offering 
information, news, and views to the 
rural lesbian community with our 
newsletter. We provide notice of 
events, happenings and classified 
advertising. By offering three free 
lines of personal advertising, the 
newsletter may facilitate the 
connection of individuals with others 
in their area. We are everywhere, and 
Womonspace wants to be there too! 
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Constantly Craving k.d. 
Amy Lee Cardufian 

I have discovered, some 16 years 
and seven lovers since my first venture 
into the wild and wonderful joys of 
womonlove, that one of the weirdest 
things about being a semi-out lesbian 
from the big-sky 
province of Alberta is 
that everyone assumes 
you not only know 
k.d. lang, but that you 
have slept with her at 
some point in your 
life. 

I would like to get 
one thing straight, er, 
clear, right now: No 
matter how much it 
may damage my own 
personal reputation to 
admit this, I must con- 
fess that (relatives, in 
particular, please read 
my lips) 1 HAVE NOT SLEPT WITH 
k.d. lang EVER. I do not know her per- 
sonally, not even casually, and certainly 
not in the biblical sense. And I most 
probably never will ... not even in my 
(wildest) dreams. 

I do know people that know her, 
however. Several of my co-workers like 
to brag about having caught her 
fledgling cow-punk act when she was a 
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somewhat regular fixture at the Side- 
track Cafe. And, like just about every 
other Edmonton lesbian, I have seen 
her on occasion in “the club,” casually 
leaning up against the wall in the dark, 
trying (without much success) to be in- 
conspicuous. 


I have been left 
drooling with envy, 
and who among us 
hasn’t, by certain lo- 
cal trendoids who 
love to let it slip out, 
ever so casually, that 
they were at a party at 
so-and-so’s on the 
weekend and SHE 
was there, SHE of 
course being the boy- 
ish, clownish cowgirl 
from Consort, in town 
for just a few days be- 
fore rushing back to 
the star-making ma- 
chinery in Vancouver, or L.A., or wher- 
ever she hangs her hat these days. 

And, since the recent release of the 
new lang biography, A// You Get Is Me, 
the “I used to know her” stories are 
coming out (no pun intended—honest) 
of the woodwork. 

Another acquaintance—an ex, actu- 
ally—claims she was asked out by lang 
a couple of times, again, back in the 


“old” days when she was still a nobody, 
whom the local dykes referred to as sim- 
ply “crazy Kathy from Red Deer.” (Who 
knew?) 

I guess everyone has their own k.d. 
lang story. Here’s mine, sad but true: 

I spoke to her once. 

It was on one of those nights when she 
sang the national anthem before an Ed- 
monton Oilers hockey game. Later, amid 
the post-game crush of people trying to 
make their way out of the bowels of 
Northlands Coliseum, our paths crossed. 
Our eyes actually met. My heart pounded; 
I was standing three feet away from k.d. 
land. Close enough to touch her and ... I 
was speechless. No, scratch that. | WISH 
I had been speechless. What I was, in- 
stead, was tongue-tied and red-faced, a 
blithering idiot who tried far too hard to 
sound cosmopolitan, yet nonchalant, as I 
slurred, sturred, sputtered, and finally 
mumbled, “Nice job on the anthem,” in 
her general direction. She looked me di- 
rectly in the eye, offered a polite, non- 
threatening smile, and calmly said, 
“Thank you.” Then she turned back to the 
tall, stunningly beautiful woman that was 
accompanying her, and disappeared into 
the night. 

Whoooooosh! | felt like a balloon that 
had just been punctured. There I was, one 
tiny metre away from k.d. lang, and all I 
could muster in my star-struck state was a 
pathetic, embarrrassing chirp. I felt 


socially impaired, like I’d botched what 
was probably my one and only chance 
to get up close and personal with k.d. 
lang. But ... | guess it could have been 
worse; at least my fly wasn’t open (er, I 
don’t think it was) and I didn’t have any 
food particles stuck between.my two 
front teeth, or, worse, burger stains on 
my shirt (not a good way to impress a 
vegetarian). 

Anyway, there you have it. That’s 
my k.d. story, and I’m sticking to it. I 
don’t lose sleep over the fact that she 
didn’t hire someone to track me down 
after that initial encounter. I was obvi- 
ously not fated to have any kind of last- 
ing impact on this freckle-faced fantasy 
come true. But I do think that from now 
on, when people ask (as they always do, 
when they learn I’m from Alberta) if I 
know k.d. lang, I’m going to start say- 
ing “Yes, of course ... We watched a 
hockey game together once.” 

Hey, what can it hurt? 

Just sign me, 

A big-boned gal from (Central) Alberta. 


ROOST 


Bru ioe ON 


THE PRIVATE MEMBERS CLUB 
10345 - 104 STREET 
426-3150 


WOMONSPACE NEWS 13 


Who Said What 
Sheelagh 


“(Premier Ralph) Klein plays a 
deceitful game. Unwilling to take on the 
‘no special rights’ crowd in his caucus 
and beyond, but wanting to appear as 
something of a civil libertarian, Klein 
says the province’s law needn’t change 
because gays are already protected by the 
Charter.” 

An Edmonton Journal editorial, April 
15, 1994 


“All of a sudden it’s cool to have 
lesbian friends or to have a lesbian look, 
and that’s such utter bullshit. 1 mean, I 
live this life, and I’ve been beat up in the 
subways. I go to work, I come home and 
take care of my child. It’s not all that 
glamorous.” 

Recording artist Me Shell 
NdegeOcello; Lesbians, Sex and 
Motherhood: Can We Really Have It All? 
On Our Backs, March/April, 1994. 


“The need for sperm wasn’t a 
“medical emergency’.” 

B.C. College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, defending a physician at 
B.C. ’s only sperm bank who refused to 
give sperm to two lesbians; Sex, News & 
Censorship, On Our Backs, March/April, 
1994. 
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“For most of history, there’s been 
little lesbian literature because lesbians 
themselves have been invisible. If 
homosexuality was once the love that 
dare not speak its name, lesbianism was 
the love that did not even exist.” 

The Globe and Mail, April 16, 199-4, 
in an article on the dearth of lesbian 
literature. 


Even Cowgirls 
Get the Blues 


The film version of Tom Robbin’s 
novel is now showing in Edmonton. 
Director Gus Van Slant explained that 
rewrites to strengthen the lesbian 
relationship between Uma Thurman 
and River Phoenix were partly 
responsible for the delay in getting this 
movie out. 

Van Slant was asked about the 
significance of Thurman’s giant 
thumbs. 

“On a literal level, it’s a matter of 
bigger is better. Metaphorically, her 
thumbs are a lot of things. For example 
the ‘phallicness’ of her fingers means 
that here’s a girl who has everything.” 

Source of information: The 
Edmonton Journal, May 17, 1994. 


Out Playing Broomball 
Sue 

Ever notice how closeted even the 
most political of us are once you get us 
on a sports team? I first joined a rural 
Ontario broomball team the 
winter after coming 
out—expecting to meet a 
truckload of dykes. No chance. 
Everyone on the Legionettes 
was either engaged or married 
with two kids and another one 
on the way. 

Two years and no 
expectations later, I signed up to play 
for the Cougars. Within 45 minutes of 
our first game, I knew I'd hit the 
jackpot. My intuition was supported 
when we went out for a drink 
afterward. The team members were 
talking about their “roommates” with 
whom they’d bought farms, or had gone 
on cruises with, etc. “It’s more cost- 
effective that way,” they’d say. Sound 
familiar? 

It turned out that all but one of us 
was a dyke. The gregarious, naive and 
decidedly straight Lee was oblivious to 
our differences, and regularly invited 
me out for drinks at some straight pick- 
up joint like Stoney Mondays or 
Alberts. | appreciated being invited but 
never went. 

Lee missed the most obvious clues 


that even some of us might be gay. It 
came as quite a shock to her the night 
when Hyacinthe, Fleur and Fleur’s 
partner Kay came out to her. | was at 
home, nursing a cold. Hours later my 
phone rang. 

“Sue?” 

“Yeah. How are you doing 
Lee? Gee, you should be in bed 
by now. How did the game go?” 

In a high-pitched, fast-paced 
suspicious voice she blurted out, 
“Sue, are you gay?” 

(Gasp.) Me in the middle of 
an education program which loves to 
hate us. And me paranoid to begin with. 
Me, tell hysteria-prone Lee I’m gay? I 
thought not. 

“Gee, Lee, that’s a really personal 
question. Why do you ask?” 

Her voice pitch lowered, and her 
pace calmed as she sighed, “Sue, I’m 
sorry. It’s just that I think half our team 
is gay.” 

“You don’t know the half of it, Lee,” 
I thought. 

Vascillating between what was more 
important to me, my self-respect or 
covering my butt, after another twenty 
minutes of chatting, I went for the self- 
respect. Lee’s openness as the phone 
call progressed was the deciding factor. 
I] became her fourth out lesbian 
teammate. 
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Between the Covers 
At Edmonton Public Library 
Lindy Pratch 

Divine Victim by 
Mary Wings, Dutton 1993. am, 

A lesbian gothic 
originally published in 
Great Britain by The 
Women’s Press in 1992, Divine Victim 
is an example of the new trend toward 
lesbian fiction published in hard cover 
by mainstream publishers. 

It’s a suspenseful modern tale set in 
Montana. The central character is an 
unnamed academic with a specialty in 
medieval art. Her new lover, Marya, has 
just inherited a decaying house outside 
of Billings, from a great-aunt. Aunt 
Rebecca was once a nun, and the house 
is filled with statues of saints and other 
religious artifacts. 

There is a strong contrast between 
Marya, who wears pantyhose to work 
and then goes mountain climbing in her 
free time, and her lover. The spooky 
episodes all happen to her introspective, 
obsessive lover. She has a mysterious 
past, which, is slowly revealed in 
flashbacks. In true gothic style, the 
atmosphere is gloomy and sometimes 
violent. It is all a bit too melodramatic 
at times—for someone who ts not a fan 
of this style—but the overall story is 
good. 
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The sex is robust and unabashed; 
fists and sweat. Events are steeped in 
Catholicism, which can be spooky 
enough in itself! The author is at her 
best in revealing the psychological 
state of her characters, and in 


, exploring the cruel manipulations of 


an unbalanced lesbian relationship. 

A state of uncertainty is sustained 
throughout, enough to overlook some 
awkward plot devices and compell the 
reader to a surprising finish. 


The Case of the Not-So-Nice 
Nurse by Mabel Maney, Cleis 1993. 

Nurse Cherry Aimless promises to 
deliver a package for head nurse 
Margaret Marstad, when she goes on 
vacation to visit her aunt Gertrude in 
San Francisco. Along the way, people 
keep trying to steal the package! 
Cherry meets up with Midge and her 
very good friend Velma, who happens 
to look exactly like Cherry, and then 
sinister events happen which seem to 
be connected to a convent where the 
nuns have disappeared. The San 
Francisco police would like assistance 
from detective Nancy Clue, and 
Cherry Aimless would like the famous 
sleuth’s help too, because now her 
aunt is missing! 

It’s a hilarious parody of the stories 
we read as kids, with sly references to 
lesbian culture in the fifties. 


Equal Rights for 


Gays and Lesbians 
Delwin Vriend Wins Case 
Lindy Pratch 

Three years after he was fired from 
his job at King’s College for being gay, 
Delwin Vriend has won a landmark 
ruling. On April 12, 1994, Justice Anne 
Russell found that sexual orientation, as 
a prohibited form of 
discrimination, must be 
included in Alberta’s 
Individual Rights 
Protection Act 
in order to be 
consistent with 
Canada’s 
Charter of 
Rights. In her 
decision, she 
wrote 
“discrimination against homosexuals 1s 
an historical, universal, notorious, and 
indisputable social reality.” Also, “to 
deny homosexuals recognition under the 
legislation is to reinforce negative 
stereotyping and prejudice thereby 
perpetuating and implicitly condoning its 
occurence.” 

Alberta, Newfoundland, P.E.I and the 
N.W.T. are the only jurisdictions in 
Canada which do not have legislation 
protecting gays and lesbians. 


The Alberta government has 
appealed this ruling. The official 
reason 1s a legal one; they object to 
having a judge rewrite provincial law 
by adding two words. Unofficially, 
many MLA’s have made it clear that 
they do not support the change for 
moral reasons. 

Eventually, justice will prevail. 
Delwin, meanwhile, is a hero for all 
gays and lesbians in Alberta. 


Bereavement Support 

YWCA Bereavement Services is 
offering an 8-week program for 
lesbians who. have experienced family 
or partner bereavement through death. 

The program offers a safe, 
confidential, supportive environment 
in which to do the work of grieving, 
mourning and healing. 

Dates: June 15 - August 3, 1994 

September 28 - November 16, 1994 
The fee is $140.00, which includes the 
required initial interview prior to 
starting with the group. 

For further information, please 
contact Oe’ Livia, Marj or Paula at 
429-8715 
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Thank You to our 
Womonspace News 


Volunteers! 

During the last six months, the 
following people have contributed 
articles, poems and artwork, attended 
monthly meetings, brainstormed, made 
phone calls, stuffed envelopes, and 
distributed the newsletter around the 
city. Their efforts are greatly 
appreciated. 

Amy Lee Cardufian 
C.A.M. 

Catherine Gutwin 
Carol Greenaway 
Catherine Reininger 


Coco 

Deb Turner ~. es 
J.G. ee 
John Marsh : 
Karen G. 


Kathy & Heather 
Ladi 

Lindy Pratch 
Leslie 

Lovern Labia 
Marcie 

Mary T. Hughes 
Maureen Irwin 
Meadiocre 
Mikki Wilson 
Pamela 

Pat Warren 
Patti 


Renée Fulsom 


Rosa 
Sandra N. es 


Sheelagh 
Sheryl McInnes 
Shirl 

Su & Mary 

Sue 

Susan J. 

T. Brooks 
Terry Harrison 
Wray Dansereau 


Queer Sightings 
Screenings at 
Garneau Theatre 


June 17, 23— 25 
Su and Mary 


During Pride Week eae 
keep an eye out for the 
Queer Sightings film and video festival! 
We’ll be showing some of the best 
lesbian and gay films available. 

The films begin on Friday the 17th at 
the Garneau Theatre with the Pride Week 
Kick-off. Awards, Films and Food: be 
sure to start out your Pride Week right! 

On Thursday, June 23, we will be 
showing the film that no one can stop 
talking about. The unequivocal hit of this 
year’s Ottawa Gay ard Lesbian Film 
Festival, Winter Kept Us Warm is “sad 
but strong, rough edged but movingly 
tender and honest” (Tom Waugh, 7he 
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3 _ While Friday’s June 24th showing is 
ye 


_ still unconfirmed, be sure to mark off 

_ Saturday night for THE event of the 
year. Doors open at 11:30 pm for the 

QS presentation of Queer Smut! a 


raucous, explicit, sexy, sensual night of 


Restricted Adult sex-positive film. 
Anything that deals with sex, lust and 


Be (possibly) romance ts fair game. A 


_ celebration of our sexuality; come see 
~ some REAL lesbian and gay film. 
Amore detailed list of films will be 
_ in your face soon! And because 
~ Womonspace is a sponsor of our 
festival, Womonspace members will 
get $1 off for the nights of June 23, 24 
_ & 25. If you want any more 
_ information, come and see us at the 
Stonewall Pride Dance on June 18. Say 
hi, talk a little film, maybe even 
splurge for a $1 ticket to our Sex Toy 
Raffle (to be given away, of course, 
during Queer Smut night). You don’t 
have to put down your own name on 
the Sex Toy Ticket. (We’re hoping to 
send a double registered dildo to Mr. 
Kowalski!) 
__ Asalways, until we get everything 


_~ ro 


_* 


___ past Customs, this program is subject 


oan 


to change, but remember Pride Week 
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What a Rally! 
Lindy Pratch 

The Womonspace 
Car Rally on May 15 was thoroughly 
enjoyed by all who participated. Very 
special thanks go to Mary T. Hughes, 
who organized the event. 

The winning car consisted of the 
Three Must-Be-Queers; Diand, Jackie 
and Maryse. Their trophy will be pre- 
sented at the Stonewall Pride Dance. 
Elaine and I won the door prize: a 
complete inside & out car wash. 

Some of us gathered afterwards at 
Labrynth Lake Lodge. Thank you to our 
kind hosts there, Kathy and Heather, 
who supplied us with firewood and 
other necessities for our weiner roast. 
The weather was a little cool, but the 
campfire kept us warm, and stories of 
our car rally misadventures kept us 
laughing! 

Everyone got lost at least once. (An 
old man started to stare at Elaine and I 
when we passed him for the third time. ) 
Extra points for church bulletins 
resulted in some good stories too! We 
voted on who had purchased the 
tackiest item from a garage sale, but 
nobody could beat Mary’s example: a 
green and white tote bag made from 
embroidered bleach bottle pieces. 

Don’t miss the next rally! 
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STONEWALL PRIDE DANCE 
GAY AND LESBIAN MIXED 
(CO-SPONSORED BY GLCCE) 
SATURDAY JUNE 18 
8 PM—1 AM 
BONNIE DOON HALL 
S240—93 STREET 


NOTE: NO DANCES IN JULY & AUGUST 
(OUR VOLUNTEERS NEED A VACATION!) 


WOMONSPACE 1994 MEMBERSHIP FORM 
Basement, 9930 106 Street Edmonton AB T5K 1C7 Phone: 425-0511 
Confidentiality Assured 


NAME DATE 
ADDRESS CITY 
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POSTAL CODE PHONE 


Membership Fee: $15.00 Cheque or Money Order payable to Womonspace 
(low income available) 

New MemberQ Renewal OI Would like to be a volunteer Yes 0 NoO 

' Please mail my newsletter to my home O 

I will pick up the newsletter at dances/events 0 Total enclosed $ 
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